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The Special Intervention Unit

PET’s Special Intervention Unit is a special unit 
whose task is to maintain an operational anti-
terrorism preparedness and response capability 
and contribute to combating serious forms of 
crime by providing sound options for performing 
difficult police assignments where the standard 
police training and equipment is not adequate.

The Special Intervention Unit comprises a 
number of police officers who form part of 
a preparedness capability that is able to 
respond to sudden unforeseen events. When 
not engaged in operations, Special Intervention 
Unit police officers receive various forms of 
training, including tactical intervention training, 
target practice and other similar activities. 

As a rule, officers are required to have served 
in the police force for five years before being 
eligible to apply to join the Special Intervention 
Unit, and the admission process itself consists 
of both physical and psychological tests. 
Besides being in good physical shape, applicants 
must possess composure, level-headedness 
and common sense, and also have good 
collaboration skills in order to join the Special 
Intervention Unit.

Once admitted into the Special Intervention 
Unit, officers undergo a long and intensive 
training programme. The training encompasses, 
among other things, gun battles in enclosed 
spaces, fire-fighting, liberation of hostages on 
aircrafts, in houses and on buses, advanced 
first-aid, assault exercises from rooftops and 
helicopters, as well as sea-based operations.

Special Intervention Unit tasks include, among 
others: 

• � Hostage rescue
• � Dangerous arrest operations 
• � Planning, management and execution of 

difficult intervention assignments
• � Special personal protection 
• � Special monitoring assignments

The Special Intervention Unit engages in 
ongoing collaboration with units from the 
Danish armed forces that provide assistance 
in the form of personnel and ordnance as 

10. Security

The Security Department provides operational support 
to PET’s other units as well as the police districts 
from the Special Intervention Unit, the Surveillance 
Unit, the Technical Support Centre and the Negotiation 
Group, respectively. In addition, the Department’s 
Personal Protection Unit and Physical Protection Group 
undertake a number of personal protection assignments. 
The Security Department participated with considerable 
manpower and equipment in the arrest operations in 
connection with the terrorism cases from Vollsmose 
and Copenhagen as well as in the clearance of the youth 
centre, Ungdomshuset, at Jagtvej 69 in Copenhagen.
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well as support in operational assignments 
and in connection with training. In addition, 
working groups have been established to 
co-ordinate knowledge, technology and tactics 
that are used in connection with operational 
assignments and training where the armed 
forces provide back-up for the police.

The international collaboration between 
intervention forces in Europe is constantly 
extended in order to develop and utilise the 
technical and tactical capacities that the 
intervention units possess. Therefore, the 
Special Intervention Unit participates in 
meeting fora and working groups with the 
Nordic countries and the EU Member States.

In August 2007, Belgium, Germany, Finland, 
Norway and Sweden participated with observers, 
intervention groups, aircrafts and landing  
crafts in a large-scale maritime exercise at 
Frederikshavn, which was conducted by the 
Special Intervention Unit with support from the 
armed forces. The exercise scenario was a 
hijacking of the passenger ship, Peter Wessel.

The Surveillance Unit

The Surveillance Unit is a crucial support 
function for the Security and Intelligence 
Service’s operational activities, in particular 
in relation to terrorism, espionage, extremism 
and serious organised crime. The Surveillance 
Unit carries out shadow assignments, fixed 
monitoring assignments of different kinds, 

photo assignments, surveillance and searches. 
In addition, the Surveillance Unit assists in the 
installation of surveillance equipment as well 
as equipment that supports interception of 
communication.

Similarly, the Surveillance Unit provides 
assistance to the police districts in connection 
with the investigation of other forms of serious 
crime, i.e. when the investigation requires 
the use of the Surveillance Unit’s special 
capacities and competencies. Furthermore, 
the Surveillance Unit provides training support 
for the officers in the police districts that 
undertake observation assignments.

The Surveillance Unit is primarily composed  
of police officers who undergo a special training 
programme in PET, which is supplemented by 
courses abroad. Similarly in this area, lessons 
learned and experience are shared with 
corresponding units in other countries.

If a member of the Special Intervention Unit needs 

to wear all of his equipment, he is carrying around 60 

kg. The above photos show the Special Intervention 

Unit – with support from the armed forces – during 

an exercise in northern Jutland. The passenger ship 

“Peter Wessel” has been hijacked by terrorists and 

the exercise is to liberate the ship.
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The Technical Support Centre

PET’s Technical Support Centre performs a 
number of tasks within the field of technical 
and IT-based surveillance, tracking and security 
as support for PET’s operational units.

The centre’s main fields of activity are to 
provide technical assistance in regard to the 
establishment of different types of surveillance 
and interception. In addition, the Technical 
Support Centre provides assistance in 
connection with the tracking of individuals or 
vehicles. Furthermore, the Technical Support 
Centre performs security sweeps, for example 
in connection with uncovering hidden weapons, 
explosives and communications interception 
equipment at special localities. The centre also 
supports the operational units in connection 
with searches, securing of information, etc.
The Technical Support Centre is typically 
composed of police officers who have a 
supplementary technical training qualification, 

such as electronics or radio technicians. 
However, the Technical Support Centre also has 
engineers and civilian IT experts on its staff.

The staff are divided into function-based 
groups with different competencies, and 
they regularly receive individual competence 
development training, including abroad, that 
takes a point of departure in their current level 
of technical expertise. The Technical Support 
Centre maintains close dialogue with partners 
throughout the world in the development of 
technical surveillance equipment, etc.

The Technical Support Centre also provides 
a certain degree of assistance to the police 
districts in connection with invasion of the 
secrecy of communication and assists in the 
technical training of the staff in the districts 
that undertake duties relating to invasion of 
the secrecy of communication.
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The royal couple 

during a visit in 

Frederiksværk on 14 

June 2007.
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The Personal Protection Unit

As a consequence of developments in the 
general threat picture and not least a number 
of specific threats, PET has in recent years 
been assigned a steadily growing number of 
tasks relating to the protection of individuals 
and institutions.

PET is responsible for all personal protection 
tasks in Denmark in the public sector, and 
PET’s Personal Protection Unit today protects 
members of the Royal Family, members of 
the Government, certain politicians and 
foreign ambassadors, as well as, under certain 
circumstances, foreign guests and other 
public figures in Denmark. Personal protection 
is offered on the basis of a concrete threat 
assessment.

The Personal Protection Unit comprises police 
officers that have typically served in the police 
force for six to seven years before being 

recruited to the unit. Officers wishing to join 
the Personal Protection Unit undergo physical 
fitness tests, language tests as well as tests 
in weapons use and driving ability. A personal 
protection officer must be in good physical 
shape, have good co-operation skills and be 
able to keep a clear head in pressure situations. 
Each year, personal protection officers are 
required to pass tests in, among other things, 
driving skills, weapons use and physical training.

The Personal Protection Unit has command 
of a special unit – “Gamma 10” – which has a 
special mission-oriented training programme 
and access to special equipment. In close 
collaboration with the special units and personal 
protection officers of the armed forces, Gamma 
10 undertakes personal protection assignments 
in connection with, for example, ministerial visits 
to conflict areas such as Iraq and Afghanistan.

As already mentioned, personal protection 
is an increasingly important task for the 
Security and Intelligence Service and through 
more frequent recruitment of new staff from, 
among other places, PET’s Special Intervention 
Unit, attempts have been made by PET to 
accommodate the steadily increasing need 
for trained personal protection officers. In 
connection with the implementation in 2007 of 
Anti-Terrorism Package III, PET was allocated 
approx. a further DKK 20 million, which was 
earmarked for special purposes, including a 
strengthening of the Personal Protection Unit.

A special office, Operational Co-ordination, 
provides support for the Personal Protection 
Unit and deals with, among other things, cases 
concerning threats against Ministers, Members 
of the Folketing (MFs) and public figures. In this 
respect, Operational Co-ordination conducts 
security briefings and, when necessary, 
implements relevant security measures.
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“Gamma 10” personal protection officers at work in 

one of the world hotspots. Gamma 10 is a special unit 

within PET’s Physical Protection Group that undertakes 

personal protection assignments in connection with,  

for example, ministerial visits to conflict areas.
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In addition, Operational Co-ordination performs 
tasks relating to, for instance, the organisation 
of visits abroad by certain Ministers, and in 
this regard undertakes responsibility for the 
contact to Danish embassies abroad and 
foreign authorities. Operational Co-ordination 
also carries out security briefings of staff from 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs prior to their 
postings in certain countries.

The Negotiation Group

PET’s Negotiation Group provides assistance 
in connection with, for example, kidnapping and 
hostage situations. The task of the negotiators 
is to make contact with the perpetrators with 
the aim of, if possible, gaining control and an 
overview of the situation and thus create the 
basis for reaching a peaceful solution.

The Negotiation Group comprises staff who 
possess great maturity and considerable life 
experience and who are carefully selected on 
the basis of their personality as well as their 
communicative and empathetic skills. After 
selection, the candidates undergo an intensive 
training programme, partly in the UK and the 
USA.

In their daily work, the negotiators are attached 
to other police units, where they perform their 
normal duties. However, they can be called in 
when necessary and are able to travel to any 
part of the world at very short notice.

The Negotiation Group provides assistance to 
PET’s operational units and the police districts 
in connection with incidents that require 
negotiation, etc. in order to avoid use of force, 
avoid damage, collect information or promote 
surrender. This could be, for instance, when 
perpetrators have barricaded themselves, or 
in connection with police handling of suicidal or 
mentally ill individuals.

The Negotiation Group also provides assistance 
in connection with different types of kidnapping 
and hostage situations. This could concern, 
for example, family-related kidnappings and 
hostage-takings that have financial, political 
and religious objectives. The Negotiation 
Group also provides assistance in connection 
with Danes who are taken hostage abroad. In 
this connection, the negotiators assist, for 
example, with situation analyses, planning of 
solution scenarios and logistics in relation to 
the negotiation process, such as getting hold 
of possible ransom money. Providing advice 
and support to the relatives in connection with 
a hostage situation is also a key task of the 
Negotiation Group. In addition, the Negotiation 
Group advises Danish Missions abroad.

The Negotiation Group was, for instance, 
involved in the efforts to secure a non-violent 
outcome to the hijacking of the ship, the Danica 
White, off Somalia’s coast in June 2007.

The Physical Protection Group

The Physical Protection Group undertakes 
surveillance and personal protection 
assignments of a more stationary nature in 
relation to, for example, the Government, the 
Folketing and the Royal Family. In addition, the 
Physical Protection Group provides advice and 
protection in connection with special transport 
of valuables. The efforts include both threat 
assessments and operational activities.

In addition, the Physical Protection Group 
advises the financial sector on matters 
concerning security in relation to cash-
handling firms and depots. In 2007, the Physical 
Protection Group also initiated training of a 
special unit that can deploy explosive detection 
dogs in connection with security sweeps and 
surveillance of special localities.
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Preventive Security Department

Developments in the threat picture have 
emphasised the necessity of supplementing  
the traditional investigative approach with more 
multi-faceted, preventive efforts with the aim 
of strengthening society’s overall resilience to 
terrorism, proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction, extremism and espionage.

In recent years PET has, therefore, established 
a number of partnerships with public authorities 
and private actors that possess competencies, 
experience and know-how of relevance to the 
efforts in these areas.

In order to further enhance this co-operation, 
PET established a Centre for Protective Security 
and a Centre for Prevention inside PET’s 
Preventive Security Department in September 
2007. The centres provide holistic and targeted 
advice designed to reduce the vulnerability of 
potential targets of terrorism and espionage 
in Denmark. In addition, a number of early 
preventive efforts are carried out targeted at 
preventing radicalisation and violent extremism. 

The Centre for Protective Security

PET plays an important role as adviser in relation 
to Denmark’s internal security.

The Centre for Protective Security provides 
advisory support within the areas of physical 
security, IT security and personnel security. 
By providing holistic advisory support, the 
Security and Intelligence Service contributes 
to promoting a cross-sectoral security culture 
among relevant public and private actors, as well 
as reducing the critical national infrastructure’s 
vulnerability to terrorism and espionage.

PET advises public authorities and private 
actors in areas where protection lies in the 
public interest.

Physical security
In step with developments in the general threat 
picture and in connection with specific events in 
Denmark and abroad, an increasing demand has 
been registered in recent years for advice on 
physical security matters.

PET provides security advice to among others, 
the Folketing, a number of ministries, agencies 
and organisations, as well as to individuals 
under particular threat. In addition, PET advises 
foreign diplomatic Missions in Denmark and the 
Royal Family.

Denmark’s presence in a number of international 
hotspots has led to a further demand for advice 
within the field of physical security. The advice is 
given to, among others, Danish diplomatic 
Missions abroad and focuses on how to secure 
buildings, areas and access routes.

Critical national infrastructure
The requirements placed on PET to deliver 
security advice to a steadily wider circle of 
public authorities and private companies etc. 
have increased in the light of the heightened 
threat of terrorism in recent years.

The intention is to systematise the Security 
and Intelligence Service’s advice to the sectors 
that deliver essential services to society, so as 
to enable PET to supply targeted and holistic 
advice to relevant public authorities, trade 
organisations or specific critical sectors.

By critical national infrastructure is meant the 
sectors that are necessary for society to 
function. They include the utility sector, such as 
electricity, gas, water and heating, as well as 

Preventive security  
and civil protection
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communication and IT, transport, food products 
and health care. The maintenance of these 
sectors’ activities must be secured, also after  
a possible terrorist attack. Therefore, the 
Security and Intelligence Service provides advice 
on measures and initiatives that can protect 
against terrorism and ensure a swift restoration 
of the supply activities in the event of a 
terrorist attack.

The advice is provided partly by means of a 
number of contact groups and partly through 
direct contact with relevant authorities, 
organisations and companies.

Since 2004, PET has had a number of contact 
groups comprising representatives of public 
authorities, trade organisations and a number 
of large Danish companies. The contact groups 
have served as a framework for dialogue and 
exchange of information about threats and 

risks in relation to national security. The aim 
of the dialogue has been to help build a cross-
sectoral security culture among relevant public 
and private actors and to ensure a measured 
and balanced response to any changes in the 
threat picture.

As regards the maritime and civil aviation 
authorities that regulate and supervise parts 
of the critical national infrastructure, the 
Security and Intelligence Service provides 
advice on securing, for example, ports, ships, 
shipping companies and airports against 
terrorist attack. The advice is based on ongoing 
assessments of both the maritime threat 
picture and the threat against civil aviation.

IT security
In conformity with Circular No. 204 of 7 December 
2001 issued by the Prime Minister’s Office, PET 
performs the role of national security authority 
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in relation to the handling of NATO and EU 
classified information by civil authorities. This 
entails that PET is responsible for the approval 
and supervision of IT systems and networks 
that handle such information.

In line with the increased use of classification, 
particularly in relation to the exchange of EU 
information, there is an increasing need for the 
approval of authorities’ networks.

PET collaborates with the Danish Defence 
Intelligence Service (FE) in order to create 
up-to-date and flexible solutions in the field of 
IT security, whilst simultaneously maintaining 
a high level of security. In order to enhance 
and further develop these efforts, PET 
participates actively in a number of national and 
international co-operative fora on IT security.

The increasing dependence on internet-based 
providers and services has meant that PET 
devotes increased attention to these, particularly 
with regard to the lines of communication 
between the various authorities and also the 
communication between authorities and citizens. 
In this regard, the Security and Intelligence 
Service engages in close collaboration with, for 
example, the National IT and Telecom Agency.

In addition, PET has established co-operation 
with a number of relevant public authorities  
and private companies regarding IT security,  
in which, for example, experience is shared and 
trends within the field are discussed.

Personnel security
Upon request by the employing authority, PET 
undertakes security investigations into personnel 
who are to have access to classified material. 
The Security and Intelligence Service is 
responsible for the final security clearance of 

police officers and persons performing tasks 
for the police, whereas other public authorities, 
on the basis of PET’s personnel security 
investigations, themselves undertake the final 
security clearance of their own personnel. 
Before initiating a security investigation, 
written consent must be obtained from the 
person to be investigated.

The scope of the specific personnel security 
investigation depends on the classification level 
the particular person is to have access to.

In recent years, there has been an increase in 
the number of security investigations.

The Centre for Prevention

With a point of departure in PET’s overall 
knowledge of terrorism, proliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction, espionage and extremism, 
PET’s Centre for Prevention contributes to 
ensuring that relevant actors in Danish society 
possess adequate knowledge and competence 
to participate in tackling these threats.

The Centre for Prevention targets the 
preventive efforts at, among other things, 
violent radicalisation in particularly vulnerable 
groups and areas.
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In addition, the Centre for Prevention supports 
relevant actors’ acquisition of specific 
knowledge of prevention measures through 
training materials on, for example, physical 
security, IT security and personnel security 
as well as through training programmes and 
awareness presentations.

Target groups and partners in these efforts 
include, among others, actors within the 
transport and utility sector, the police districts, 
local authorities as well as representatives of 
local environments, religious communities and 
interest organisations.

Radicalisation 

The terrorism-related arrests in the Glostrup 
Case, the Vollsmose Case and most recently 
the Glasvej Case underline that also in Denmark 
there is a need for an early preventive effort 
in order to discourage young people from 
becoming attracted to radical messages and 
embarking down a path of radicalisation that 
could ultimately lead to actual terrorist acts.

Effective preventive efforts against 
radicalisation must be based on not just early 
action but also on a multi-faceted approach. 
Therefore, PET collaborates with a number of 
authorities with the aim of supporting their 
ability to identify radicalisation processes as 
well as independently implement preventive 
measures.

A key task of PET’s Centre for Prevention is also 
to handle PET’s dialogue with a number of 
representatives of ethnic and religious minorities. 
The focus of the dialogue is the prevention of 
terrorism and the local environment’s 
opportunities to contribute in this regard.

Based on own experience as well as experience 
from abroad, PET will further develop the 

dialogue by widening the circle of dialogue 
partners with additional representatives of 
local Muslim environments in Denmark that 
enjoy social status and who are in a position 
to exert influence in the relevant local 
communities.

In so doing, PET wishes to enhance the 
“disagreement dialogue” by also engaging in 
dialogue with individuals who represent 
controversial views. Often, it is precisely these 
persons who are in the best position to 
influence, in a non-violent direction, the views  
of young people who are embarking down a  
path of radicalisation.

For a long time, PET has had close co-operation 
with the Danish Prison and Probation Service 
with the aim of countering radicalisation in 
prisons by means of targeted preventive 
efforts. With a point of departure in the already 
established co-operation, PET and the Danish 
Prison and Probation Service have decided to 
launch a systematic training programme for 
prison staff. The programme is designed to 
enable them to identify signs of radicalisation, 
implement preventive measures and pass on 
relevant information to PET.
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Counter-Terrorism Conference 2007

On 26-27 April 2007, as part of the multi-
faceted counter-terrorism efforts, PET hosted 
a large conference for the third time. The 
title of the conference was “Radicalisation in 
Denmark – opportunities for early, co-ordinated 
efforts.”

A major aim of the conference was to assemble 
persons from various authorities and public 
institutions, representatives of associations 
and local communities, researchers, etc. 
who each in their own way could contribute 
constructively to the preventive efforts 
against radicalisation and thus also ultimately 
against the perpetration of potential acts of 
terrorism in Denmark. PET wished to use the 
conference to establish a platform for dialogue 
and generation of ideas in relation to common 
challenges and response options at various 
levels of society.

The conference incorporated, among other 
things, thematic group discussions with the aim 

of identifying specific response options across 
the traditional areas of responsibility of the 
participating groups.

The conference underlined the importance of 
the problem being viewed from a multi-level 
and multi-faceted perspective, on the grounds 
that radicalisation occurs in broad sections of 
society and may be visible in different contexts, 
and because there are many explanatory 
factors, not least of a political, social and 
psychological nature.

The underlying potential in the establishment 
of genuine partnerships with local communities 
and environments where radicalisation may 
occur was also discussed at the conference. It 
was emphasised that religion can play a role in 
countering and preventing radicalisation and 
that it may therefore be relevant to collaborate 
with more controversial religious persons and 
environments.

At the conference, there was a general 
acknowledgement that broad-based dialogue 
and inclusion of all citizens in the community of 
shared values is a prerequisite for a secure and 
safe society, in that it is presumed that persons 
who feel marginalised in various ways will be 
more likely to act without respect for and in 
contradiction to the fundamental values of 
society. One of the general observations at the 
conference that arose out of this recognition 
was that the efforts to combat radicalisation 
and the efforts to promote inclusion through a 
number of initiatives at various levels in society 
are closely related and must be co-ordinated.

On the basis of the conference, an idea 
catalogue was produced that is to serve as a 
source of inspiration for authorities and public 
institutions as well as associations and local 
communities in connection with the launch of 

Preventive efforts against 
radicalisation:

Co-operating with and advising:
– �Police districts and municipalities, 

e.g. within the framework of SSP 
(schools, social services, police) 
co-operation

– �Danish Prison and Probation 
Service

– Other authorities
– �Representatives of local 

environments, interest 
organisations and religious 
communities
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initiatives that can contribute to preventing 
radicalisation in Denmark.

The idea catalogue as well as the minutes from 
the conference can be found at www.pet.dk/
publikationer/konferencer

Educational initiatives

In order to strengthen society’s overall 
resilience to terrorism and other security-
related threats, PET carries out a number of 
educational initiatives. The initiatives comprise, 
for instance, targeted awareness presentations 
aimed at enabling relevant authorities and 
private actors to identify potential signs of 
terrorist planning. In addition, written materials 
are produced in the form of brochures and 
instructions in support of the awareness-
raising initiatives and the advice provided by 
PET’s Centre for Protective Security.

The target groups for the educational 
initiatives are relevant public and private actors, 
including the transport sector. The initiatives 
are devised and tailored to the recipients on 
an ongoing basis, and action is also taken to 
ensure that these initiatives reach all relevant 
recipients in society.

In autumn 2005, as a special educational 
initiative, PET launched the project, “Police 
Against Terrorism”, which was designed to 

activate and incorporate the police districts 
even more in the efforts to combat terrorism. 
The aim was to improve the ability of the Danish 
police force in general to identify terrorism-
related indications in the day-to-day police work. 
The project has now been implemented and 
evaluated positively. However, the police reform 
in 2007 has caused the project to be adjusted in 
order to ensure its further development in the 
new police district structure.
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Appendices

A.  �Danish Criminal Code 
 – Special Chapters

Chapter 12  
Offences against the Independence and Safety 
of the State

§98	
(1) Any person who, by foreign assistance, by 
the use of force, or by the threat of such, 
commits an act aimed at bringing the Danish 
state or any part of it under foreign rule or 
at detaching any part of the state shall be 
liable to imprisonment for any period up to life 
imprisonment.

(2) The same penalty shall also apply to any 
person who, for the purpose mentioned in 
Subsection (1) above, organises extensive 
sabotage, suspension of production or traffic, 
as well as to any person who partakes in such 
an act, conscious of its purpose.

§99
(1) Any person who commits an act aimed at 
involving the Danish state or any allied power in 
war, enemy occupation or other hostilities, such 
as blockade or any other coercive measure or who 
otherwise endeavours to bring about, by foreign 
assistance, a violation of the independence of 
the Danish state, shall be liable to imprisonment 
for any term up to life imprisonment.

(2) For the purpose of this Section and other 
Sections of Chapters 12 and 13 of this Act, 
enemy occupation shall mean foreign occupation 
of any territory of the Danish state, if and so 
long as it is inflicted on the country by the use 
of force or by the threat of force.

§100 
(1) Any person who by public statements incites 
enemy action against the Danish state or who 

brings about an evident danger of such action 
shall be liable to imprisonment for any term not 
exceeding six years.

(2) Any person who by public statements incites 
intervention by a foreign power in the affairs of 
the Danish state or who brings about an evident 
danger of such intervention shall be liable to a 
fine or imprisonment for any term not exceeding 
one year.

§101
Any person who, in the face of impending war, 
enemy occupation or any other hostilities 
commits an act by which preparations are 
made for aiding the enemy shall be liable to 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding 16 
years.

§102 
(1) Any person who, in time of war or enemy 
occupation, assists the enemy by word or deed 
or, for the promotion of enemy interests, impairs 
the military efficiency of the Danish state or 
any allied power, shall be liable to imprisonment 
for any term not exceeding 16 years.

(2) The following acts shall be deemed to be 
assistance to the enemy:
1)	� Recruitment for or service in the armed 

forces of any enemy power at war or in 
occupation, or in associated military or 
police forces or in any similar bodies or 
organisations.

2)	� Exercise of functions as a civil employee in 
the police or prison administration of any 
enemy power at war or in occupation, where 
such functions include participation in the 
examination or custody of prisoners.

3)	� Informing or similar collaboration with 
any enemy authority or any associated 
organisation or person bringing about the 
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arrest or risk of arrest or injury of anybody 
associated.

4)	� Propaganda for the benefit of any 
enemy power at war or in occupation, 
including activities as publisher, editor or 
administrative officer of any daily paper, 
periodical, publishing business or press 
bureau working for the promotion of enemy 
interests.

5)	� Payment of substantial financial assistance 
to others with a view to promoting 
propaganda of the nature referred to in No. 
4) above or to any party or organisation 
unduly co-operating with the enemy power 
at war or in occupation or promoting the 
interests of such power.

(3) Where informing as under No. 3, Subsection 
(2) above has taken place under such 
circumstances that the informer was aware 
that a person thereby incurred the risk of 
imminent danger of losing his life, suffering 
grievous harm to person or health, of being 
deported or being deprived of his liberty for a 
long time, or where Sections 245, 246 or 250 of 
this Act have been contravened with a view to 
extorting evidence or a confession or otherwise 
as part of any maltreatment of prisoners, 
imprisonment for life may be inflicted.

§103
(1) Any person who, in time of war or occupation 
or imminent danger of such, fails to fulfil a 
contract relating to measures taken by the 
Danish state in this connection, or who otherwise 
counteracts such measures, shall be liable to 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding three 
years.

(2) If the failing fulfilment is due to gross 
negligence, the penalty shall be a fine or 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding four 
months.

§104	
(1) Any person who, directly or through an 
intermediary, unduly co-operates for 
commercial purpose with any enemy power at 
war or in occupation shall be liable to a fine or 
to imprisonment for any term not exceeding 
eight years,

(2) Criminal liability under Subsection (1) above 
may devolve on any person who has had a position 
of management in the undertaking concerned. 
Criminal liability may also devolve on other 
persons employed in the undertaking when their 
conduct has been particularly objectionable.

(3) In determining whether and, if so, to what 
extent the co-operation is deemed to be undue 
in this sense, account shall be taken not only 
of the importance of the undertaking to the 
enemy power at war or in occupation, but also 
of whether the person concerned 

1)	� had himself taken steps to arrange for the 
establishment, continuation or extension of 
any business relations; or

2)	� in the interest of the enemy at his own 
initiative has reorganised the undertaking, 
or has achieved, or attempted to achieve, an 
increase or acceleration of production above 
what was necessary; or

3)	� had called on the assistance of the enemy in 
his relations with any Danish authority with  
a view to promoting his own interests; or

4)	� had prevented or tried to prevent any Danish 
public authority from obtaining full access 
to knowledge of the circumstances of the 
undertaking;

5)	� had obtained or tried to obtain an excessive 
profit or any other privileges not reasonably 
justified in the undertaking.
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§105 
Any person who, in time of enemy occupation, 
commits an act aimed at inducing the occupying 
power or any organisation or person associated 
with that power to impair the independence of 
any Danish public authority, or who takes undue 
advantage of any connection with the occupying 
power or with any organisation or person 
associated with that power with a view to 
obtaining for himself or for others a special 
privilege, shall be liable to imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding eight years.

§106 
Any person who acts against the interests of 
the state in carrying out a duty entrusted to 
him to negotiate or settle, on behalf of the 
state, any matter with any foreign state, shall 
be liable to imprisonment for any term not 
exceeding 16 years.

§107	
(1) Any person who, being in the service of any 
foreign power or organisation or for the use of 
persons engaged in such service, inquires into 
or gives information on matters which, having 
regard to Danish state or public interests, 
should be kept secret, shall, whether or not the 
information is correct, be guilty of espionage 
and liable to imprisonment for any term not 
exceeding 16 years.

(2) If the information is of the nature indicated in 
Section 109 of this Act, or if the act is committed 
in time of war or enemy occupation, the penalty 
may be increased to imprisonment for life.

§108	
(1) Any person who, by any act other than those 
covered by Section 107 of this Act, enables or 
assists the intelligence service of a foreign state 
to operate directly or indirectly within the 
territory of the Danish state shall be liable to 

imprisonment for any term not exceeding six 
years.

(2) If the information concerns military affairs 
or if the act is committed during war or enemy 
occupation, the penalty may be increased to 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding 12 years.

§109	
(1) Any person who discloses or imparts any 
information on secret negotiations, deliberations 
or resolutions of the state or its rights 
in relation to foreign states, or which has 
reference to substantial economic interests of 
a public nature in relation to foreign countries, 
shall be liable to imprisonment for any term not 
exceeding 12 years.

(2) If any of these acts has been committed 
through negligence, the penalty shall be a fine 
or imprisonment for any term not exceeding 
three years.

§110	
(1) Any person who forges, destroys or removes 
any document or any other instrument that 
is of importance to the safety of the state or 
to its rights in relation to foreign states shall 
be liable to imprisonment for any term not 
exceeding 16 years.

(2) If any of these acts has been committed 
through negligence, the penalty shall be a fine 
or imprisonment for any term not exceeding 
three years.

§110a 
(1) Any person who, intentionally or through 
negligence, without being duly authorised to do so,

1)	� describes, takes photographs or otherwise 
depicts Danish military works of defence, 
depots, units, arms, material etc., which are 



THE DANISH SECURITY AND INTELLIGENCE SERVICE / ANNUAL REPORT 2006-2007

AppendiCES               PAGE 75 

not accessible to the public, or who copies 
or publishes such description or depictions; or

2)	� publishes provisions relating to the 
mobilisation of Danish forces or other war 
preparations, shall be liable to a fine or 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding 
three years.

(2) Any person who, intentionally or through 
negligence, without being duly authorised to do 
so, takes photographs from aeroplanes over any 
territory of the Danish state or publishes such 
unlawfully taken photographs, shall be liable to 
a fine.

§110b 
Any person who gives his assistance to any 
violation of neutrality against the Danish state 
on the part of any foreign power shall be liable to 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding eight 
years.

§110c 
(1) Any person who contravenes any provisions 
or prohibitions that may have been provided  
by law for the protection of state defence or 
neutrality shall be liable to a fine or to 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding four 
months or, in aggravating circumstances, to 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding three 
years.

(2) Any person who contravenes any provisions 
or prohibitions that may have been provided by 
law for the fulfilment of the state’s obligations 
as a member of the United Nations shall be 
liable to a fine or to imprisonment for any term 
not exceeding four months or, in aggravating 
circumstances, to imprisonment for any term 
not exceeding four years.

(3) Any person who contravenes any provisions 
provided by or issued pursuant to regulations 

adopted under the provisions of Articles 60, 301 
or 308 of the Treaty on the European Union and 
that aims at discontinuing or reducing in whole 
or in part the financial or economic relations 
with one or more countries outside the European 
Union or at similar sanctions towards individuals, 
groups of individuals or legal persons shall be 
liable to same punishment as stated in (2).

(4) If any offence is committed as mentioned in 
(1), (2) or (3) through negligence, such offence 
shall be punished with a fine or with imprisonment 
for any term not exceeding two years.

§110d 
If any of the offences dealt with in Chapters 
25, 26 or 27 of this Act is committed against a 
foreign sovereign or the head of any foreign 
diplomatic mission, the penalty may exceed the 
most severe penalty prescribed for any of the 
offences by up to one half, unless where the 
offence is dealt with in chapter 13.

§110e 
Any person who openly insults any foreign 
nation, foreign state, its flag or any other 
recognised symbol of nationality or the flag of 
the United Nations or the Council of Europe 
shall be liable to a fine or to imprisonment for 
any term not exceeding two years.

§110f 
The offences referred to in this Chapter shall, 
in all cases, be dealt with by public prosecution, 
to be instituted by the order of the Minister of 
Justice.
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Chapter 13   
Offences against the Constitution and the 
Supreme Authorities of the State

§111 
Any person who commits an act aimed, by foreign 
assistance, by the use of force, or by the threat 
of such, at changing the Constitution or making 
it inoperative shall be liable to imprisonment for 
any term extending to life imprisonment.

§112 
Any person who commits an act directed 
against the life of the sovereign or of the 
constitutional regent shall be liable to 
imprisonment for not less than six years.

§113	
(1)	Any person who interferes with the safety 
or independence of the Parliament or otherwise 
commits any act aimed, by the use of force or 
the threat of such, at extorting any resolution 
from the Parliament or preventing it from 
freely exercising its activities shall be liable to 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding 16 
years or, in aggravating circumstances, to life 
imprisonment.

(2) The same penalty shall apply to any person 
who similarly interferes with or exercises 
coercion against the sovereign or against the 
constitutional regent or against the ministers, 
the Constitutional Court or the Supreme Court.

§ 114 
(1) Any person who, by acting with the intent to 
frighten a population to a serious degree or to 
unlawfully coerce Danish or foreign public 
authorities or an international organisation to 
carry out or omit to carry out an act or to 
destabilise or destroy a country’s or an 
international organisation’s fundamental 
political, constitutional, financial or social 

structures, commits one or more of the 
following acts, when the act due to its nature 
or the context, in which it is committed, can 
inflict a country or an international organisation 
serious damage, shall be guilty of terrorism and 
liable to imprisonment for any term extending 
to life imprisonment:
1)	� Homicide pursuant to Section 237 of this Act
2)	� Gross violence pursuant to Section 245  

or Section 246 of this Act
3)	� Deprivation of liberty pursuant to Section 

261 of this Act
4)	� Impairment of the traffic safety pursuant  

to Section 184(1) of this Act; unlawful 
disturbances in the operation of public 
means of communication et cetera pursuant 
to Section 193(1) of this Act; or gross 
damage to property pursuant to Section 
291(2) of this Act; if these violations are 
committed in a way which can expose human 
lives to danger or cause considerable 
financial losses.

5)	� Seizure of transportation means pursuant 
to Section 183a of this Act.

6)	� Gross weapons law violations pursuant 
to Section 192 a of this Act or Law about 
Weapons and Explosives Section 10(2).

7)	� Arson pursuant to Section 180 of this Act; 
explosion, spreading of noxious gasses, 
flooding, shipwrecking, railway or other 
traffic-accident pursuant to Section 
183(1)-(2) of this Act; health-endangering 
contamination of the water supply pursuant 
to Section 186(1) of this Act; health-
endangering contamination of products 
intended for general use etc. pursuant to 
section 187(1) of this Act.

8)	� Possession or use et cetera of radioactive 
substances pursuant to Section 192 b.

(2) Similar punishment shall apply to any person 
who, with the in Subsection (1) mentioned 
intent, transports weapons or explosives.
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(3) Similar punishment shall further apply to 
any person who, with the in Subsection (1) 
mentioned intent, threatens to commit one of 
the acts mentioned in Subsections (1) and (2).

§ 114a 
If one of the acts mentioned in items 1-6 is 
committed without the act being included in 
Section 114, the penalty may exceed the highest 
statutory penalty for the offence by up to half. 
If the highest statutory penalty for the offence 
in question is less than four years imprisonment, 
the penalty may, however, be increased to 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding six 
years. 

1)	� Violation of Sections 180, 181 Subsection  
(1), 183 Subsections (1) or (2), 183 a, 184 
Subsection (1), 192 a Subsection (2), 193 
Subsection (1), 237, 244, 245, 246, 250, 252 
Subsection (1), 266, 288, or 291 Subsections 
(1) or (2) when the act is included in Article 
(1) of the Convention for the Suppression 
of Unlawful Seizure of Aircraft dated 16 
December 1970, Article (1) of the Convention 
for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts 
against the Safety of Civil Aviation dated 
23 September 1971, or Article (II) of the 
Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful 
Acts of Violence at Airports Serving 
International Civil Aviation dated 24 February 
1988.

2)	� Violation of Sections 180, 181 Subsection (1), 
183 Subsections (1) or (2), 184 Subsection 
(1), 237, 244, 245, 246, 250, 252 Subsection 
(1), 260, 261 Subsection (1) or (2), 266 or 291 
Subsections (1) or (2) when the act is 
included in Article (2) of the Convention on 
the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes 
against Internationally Protected Persons, 
including Diplomatic Agents dated 14 
December 1973.

3)	� Violation of Section 261 Subsections (1) or 
(2) when the act is included in Article (1) of 
the International Convention against the 
Taking of Hostages dated 17 December 1979. 

4)	� Violation of Sections 180, 181 Subsection (1), 
183 Subsections (1) or (2), 186 Subsection 
(1), 192 a Subsection (2), 192 b, 237, 244, 
245, 246, 260, 266, 276, 278, 279, 279 a, 281, 
288, or 291 Subsection (2) when the act is 
included in Article (7) of the Convention on 
Physical Protection of Nuclear Material (the 
IAEA Convention) dated 26 October 1979.

5)	� Violation of Sections 180, 181 Subsection 
(1), 183 Subsections (1) or (2), 183 a, 184 
Subsection (1), 192 a Subsection (2), 193 
Subsection (1), 237, 244, 245, 246, 252 
Subsection (1), 260, 266, 288, or 291 
Subsections (1) or (2) when the act is 
included in Article (3) of the Convention for 
the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against 
the Safety of Maritime Navigation dated 10 
March 1988, or Article (2) of the Protocol for 
the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against 
the Safety of Fixed Platforms located on the 
Continental Shelf dated 10 March 1988.

6)	� Violation of Sections 180, 181 Subsection  
(1), 183 Subsections (1) or (2), 183 a, 184 
Subsection (1), 186 Subsection (1), 192 a 
Subsection (2), 193 Subsection (1), 237, 244, 
245, 246, 250, 252 Subsection (1), 266, or 
291 Subsection (2) when the act is included 
in Article (2) of the International Convention 
for the Suppression of Terrorist Bombings 
dated 15 December 1997.

§114b
Any person who
1)	� directly or indirectly provides financial 

support to;
2)	� directly or indirectly procures or collects 

means to; or
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3)	� directly or indirectly places money, other 
assets or financial or other similar means at 
the disposal of: 
a person, a group or an association, which 
commits or intends to commit acts of 
terrorism as included under Section 114 
or 114 a of this Act, shall be liable to 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding 
ten years.

§114c
(1) Any person who recruits another person to 
commit or advance actions included in Sections 
114 or 114 a of this Act or to join a group or 
association in order to encourage that the 
group or association commits acts of this nature 
shall be liable to imprisonment for any term not 
exceeding ten years. Under particularly 
aggravating circumstances, the penalty may be 
increased to any term not exceeding sixteen 
years. It is considered particularly aggravating 
circumstances especially in cases involving 
violations of a systematic or organised nature.

(2) Any person who recruits another person to 
commit or advance actions included in Section 
114 b of this Act or to join a group or association 
in order to encourage the group or association 
to commit acts of this nature shall be liable to 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding six years. 

(3) Any person who lets himself/herself be 
recruited to commit actions included in Sections 
114 or 114 a of this Act shall be liable to 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding six 
years.

§114d
(1) Any person who trains, instructs or in any 
other way teaches another person to commit 
or advance actions included in Sections 114 and 
114 a of this Act, knowing that this person intends 
to use the skills for such a purpose, shall be 

liable to imprisonment for any term not 
exceeding ten years. Under particularly 
aggravating circumstances, the penalty may be 
increased to any term not exceeding sixteen 
years. It is considered particularly aggravating 
circumstances especially in cases involving 
violations of a systematic or organised nature.

(2) Any person who trains, instructs or in any 
other way teaches another person to commit or 
advance actions included in Section 114 b of this 
Act, knowing that this person intends to use the 
skills for such a purpose, shall be liable to 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding six 
years.

(3) Any person who lets himself/herself be 
trained, instructed or in any other way taught 
to commit actions included in Sections 114 or 
114 a of this Act shall be liable to imprisonment 
for any term not exceeding six years.

§114e
 Any person who otherwise advances the 
activities of another person, group or association, 
committing or intending to commit actions 
included in Sections 114, 114 a, 114 b, 114 c, or 
114 d of this Act, shall be liable to imprisonment 
for any term not exceeding six years. 

§114f 
Any person who, by any act other than those 
included under Sections 114-114e of this Act, 
participates in or provides significant financial 
support or other significant support to any 
corps, group or association, which intends, by 
use of force, to exert influence on public affairs 
or give rise to disturbances of the public order, 
shall be liable to imprisonment for any term not 
exceeding six years.
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§114g 
Any person who, by any act other than those 
included under Sections 114-114f of this Act, 
participates in an illegal military organisation or 
group, shall be liable to a fine or imprisonment 
for any term not exceeding two years.

§114h 
Any person who, under aggravating 
circumstances in contravention of the 
legislation on non-proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction et cetera,
1)	� exports products with dual use without 

permission;
2)	� for the use by the authorities in making 

decisions about products with dual use 
gives incorrect or misleading information or 
suppresses information of significance for 
the decision in the case; or

3)	� acts in violation of conditions which are 
stipulated in the authorities’ decisions about 
products with dual use; 
shall be liable to imprisonment for any term 
not exceeding six years.

§115	
(1) If any of the offences dealt with in Chapters 
25, 26 or 27 of this Act is committed against the 
sovereign or against the constitutional regent, 
then, unless the circumstances are covered by 
Sections 112 and 113 of this Act, the penalties 
prescribed in the above Chapters for such an 
offence are increased up to the double.

(2)	If any of the said offences is committed 
against the Queen, the Queen Dowager or the 
heir apparent, the penalty may exceed the 
most severe penalty prescribed for any of the 
offences by up to one half.

§116	
(1) Any person who prevents or attempts 
to prevent any holding of elections to the 

Parliament, to the Assembly of the Faeroe 
Islands or to the municipal or any other public 
councils or authorities, or who corrupts 
the outcome of any election or renders it 
impossible to count the votes, shall be liable to 
imprisonment for any term not exceeding six 
years.

(2)	The same penalty shall apply where such 
acts are committed in connection with a 
referendum in public affairs, as provided by law.

§117 
Any person who, in the case of the elections or 
referendums referred to in Section 116 of this 
Act,
1)	� unlawfully obtains authorisation, for himself 

or for others, to take part in the voting; or
2)	� attempts, by unlawful coercion (as described 

in Section 260 of this Act), by deprivation of 
liberty or by taking advantage of a position 
of superiority, to induce some other person 
to vote in a particular way or to abstain 
from voting; or

3)	� causes, by deceit, some other person, 
against his intention, to abstain from voting 
or brings it about that such a person’s vote 
is rendered invalid or that it has an effect 
different from that intended; or

4)	� grants, promises or offers any pecuniary 
advantage with a view to making a person 
vote in a particular way or abstain from 
voting; or

5)	� receives, or demands or accepts the promise 
of any pecuniary advantage against voting in 
a particular way or against abstaining from 
voting; 
shall be liable to imprisonment for any term 
not exceeding two years.

§118	
(1) Any person who, by the use of force or  
the threat of force or by exploiting a fear of 
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intervention on the part of a foreign power, 
prevents or attempts to prevent any public 
authority from freely exercising its activities 
shall, if the act is committed for the purpose  
of influencing public affairs or disturbing the 
public order, be liable to imprisonment for  
any term not exceeding 12 years.

(2)	The same penalty shall apply to any person 
who, for the purpose indicated in Subsection (1) 
above and by using the means indicated in that 
Subsection, gravely impairs freedom of speech 
or prevents any society or any other association 
from freely exercising its lawful activities.

(3)	The same penalty shall again apply to any 
person who, for the purpose indicated in 
Subsection (1) above and by using the means 
indicated in that Subsection, commits the 
offence dealt with in Section 193 of this Act or 
any similar act detrimental to the public good.

§118a	
The offences referred to in Sections 111-115 
and 118 of this Act shall in all cases be dealt 
with by public prosecution, to be instituted by 
the order of the Minister of Justice.

B.  �Act No. 378 of 6 July 1988 on the 
establishment of a committee 
regarding the Danish Defence 
Intelligence Service (FE) and the 
Danish Security and Intelligence 
Service (PET)

 

Law on the setting up of a committee on the 
Danish Defence Intelligence Service, FE, and  
the Danish Security Intelligence Service, PET 

BE IT KNOWN that the Folketing has enacted 
and We Margrethe the Second, by the Grace  
of God, Queen of Denmark, have given Our  
Royal Assent to the following Act:

§1	
(1) With the purpose of supervising the Danish 
defence and police intelligence services, a 
committee is set up.

(2) The committee shall consist of five members, 
MPs, appointed by those parties that are 
members of the Praesidium of the Danish 
Parliament (Folketing). The committee itself 
elects its chairman.

(3) Each member of the committee may institute 
convening a meeting. Discussions in the 
committee may also take place upon the wish of 
the Government.

(4) A secretary, who is not a Member of the 
Folketing, shall be attached to the committee. 
The secretary shall be permanently employed  
by the Folketing.

§2 
The Government will inform the committee  
of the guidelines established with regard to the 
activities of the intelligence services. 
Furthermore, the Government shall keep the 
committee informed of important security 
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C.
	
�Statutory Provisions regarding 
the Danish Security and 
Intelligence Service (PET)  
of 9 May 1996 

I. The objective of PET 
The objective of PET is to monitor, prevent and 
counter undertakings and acts which are 
presumed to present a threat to the 
independence and safety of the lawful order of 
society, including primarily the offences as 
stated in the Danish Criminal Code Chapter 12 
(Offences against the Independence and Safety 
of the State) and Chapter 13 (Offences against 
the Constitution and the Supreme Authorities 
of the State etc.).

II. The organisation of PET 
The management and responsibility for carrying 
out the tasks that the Minister of Justice has 
assigned to PET rest on the Director of the 
Service. 

The Director of PET is obliged to at any time 
keeping the Minister of Justice directly informed 
of all matters of importance to the national 
security and in general of all matters of major 
importance to the activities of the Service, 
including all important single issues and contacts 
with national as well as international authorities.

III. The tasks of PET 
The responsibilities of the Service follow from 
the above specified objective and comprise 
primarily the following tasks:

1. �Investigation regarding the offences as 
stipulated in Chapters 12 and 13 of the 
Danish Criminal Code, including hereunder:

A. Foreign intelligence activities
Any action that attacks or threatens the safety 
of the state, as according to Chapter 12 of the 

issues or of foreign policy issues which are of 
importance in connection with the activities of 
the intelligence services. When informing the 
committee, consideration will be given to the 
special circumstances, which apply to 
intelligence activities.

§3 
The committee can, orally or in written form, 
inform the Government of its opinion of the 
issues, which are dealt with by the committee.

§4 
The financial control of the intelligence services 
is not included in those matters supervised by 
the committee. However, in connection with the 
asking for information from the Government, 
the committee may be informed of the general 
guidelines for the finances of the intelligence 
services.

§5 
The committee members and the secretary 
are bound by confidentiality in respect of the 
information acquired on the committee.

§6 
The law will become effective as of 1 August 
1988. Signed at Marselisborg Castle, 6 July 
1988.

Given under Our Royal Hand and Seal

MARGRETHE R.

/Erik Ninn-Hansen
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Danish Criminal Code, including particularly the 
illegal intelligence activities of foreign powers 
or organisations, in accordance with Sections 
107 and 108 of the Danish Criminal Code.
Investigations in this respect – like in general 
– must be carried out with all due respect for 
diplomatic and journalistic activities as well as 
for legal political enterprise. 

B. Extremism
The actions of extremist groups that attack  
or threaten the national safety of the state and 
the democratic public order or which obstruct 
or undermine the duties of the democracy, as 
according to Chapter 13 of the Danish Criminal 
Code, particularly Section 114.

C. Terrorism
Serious crime or the threat of any such serious 
crime, which – usually with an allegedly political 
motive – is used as a means of enforcing claims 
on authorities or private individuals or to bring 
about disturbances of the public order.

D. Organised serious crime
Organised crime that in its gravity of the offence, 
with its international relations or through its 
purpose threatens the safety of the state 
or the public order, or which obstructs or 
undermines the duties of the democracy, as 
according to Chapter 13 of the Danish Criminal 
Code, particularly Sections 114 and 118.

E. International weapons trade etc.
Serious cases regarding the violation of the 
offensive weapons act, particularly when it  
is feared that the crime is organised.

F. Proliferation
Illegal spread of products and technology to  
be used for weapons production etc., including 
in particular weapons of mass destruction.
G. International embargoes
Violation of international embargoes etc., as 
in accordance with Section 110c of the Danish 
Criminal Code, particularly where the cases are 
assumed to be of intelligence interest.

2. Security advice and counselling
PET provides advice and counselling to 
public authorities regarding security issues 
including computer security. Similar advice 
and counselling can be rendered to private 
individuals if it is of public interest to protect.

The advice and counselling includes the planning 
and implementation of measures to safeguard 
against espionage, sabotage, infiltration etc.,  
in accordance with particularly the Prime 
Minister’s Office Circular of 1 November 19861 
regarding protection of information of common 
interest to NATO countries or other information 
of interest in terms of security and protection.

Upon request from the specific ministry or 
agency in question, PET carries out vetting 
inquiries on individuals who require access 
to classified documents (security clearance). 
Classified information must only be passed 
upon an actual assessment of the importance 
of the information to the vetting inquiry. Cases 
regarding passing on of derogatory information 
must be presented to the parliamentary 
Control Committee regarding the registration 
and passing of information as in accordance 
with the specific regulations of 8 June 1964  
as laid down for this committee.
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3. �Personal protection and other  
security tasks

PET currently assesses the security and safety 
of the Royal Family, the members of Government, 
leading Danish public individuals and certain 
foreign visitors (“VIPs”). PET participates in 
carrying out personal protection tasks as in 
accordance with specific instructions issued. 
PET currently assesses the security of the 
presence in Denmark of foreign diplomatic 
representations and international organisations 
and undertakes the contact between these and 
Danish authorities on security issues.

4. Aviation security
PET currently assesses the security and safety 
of civilian aviation in Denmark and co-operates 
with aviation authorities and airports on the 
implementation of security measures in respect 
of civilian aviation.

IV. The investigations of PET 
PET shall exercise great caution in applying 
information obtained, and the correctness 
of the information must, wherever possible, 
be verified. Any investigative steps of vital 
importance, including interference in the secrecy 
of communication, shall be approved by the 
Director of PET or in the absence of same by his 
deputy. Where the specific investigative mea
sure requires a court order, any such approval 
must be given prior to the case being presented 
in court as in accordance with the rules of the 
Danish Administration of Justice Act.

Where investigations lead to charging a person, 
the Chief Constable of that particular district 
(in Copenhagen the Commissioner of Police) 
shall be informed, unless otherwise stipulated 
by the Minister of Justice. Hereafter, the 
investigation is carried out under the directions 
of the local Chief Constable, though in 
co-operation and with the support of PET.

V. Registration
A. The object of the registration
PET gathers and processes information that 
is, or could be, of importance to the solution of 
the above-mentioned tasks.

B. Registration of personal data
The registration of personal data shall be limited 
to the absolute minimum. The registration of 
Danish nationals cannot be made on grounds of 
legal political activity only. All cases regarding 
new files on Danish nationals shall be presented 
to the parliamentary Control Committee 
regarding the filing and passing of information.

VI. Co-operation with other authorities
A. Danish authorities
PET shall solve the above-stated tasks in 
close co-operation with the relevant national 
authorities, primarily the police force.

B. Foreign authorities
Where necessary, PET co-operates with foreign 
police, security and intelligence services on 
solving the above-stated tasks.

VII. Entry into force, etc.
These provisions entering into force immediately 
shall supersede the Instructions for the Director 
of PET of 30 November 1953 at the same time 
repealing the latter instructions.

1 As amended by Circular dated 1 September 
1997 and 7 December 2001.
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D. �The Wamberg Committee’s  
Mandate of 1964 

Quote:
Rules applying to the Committee that shall 
supervise the registration and passing of 
information of the Danish Security Intelligence 
Service (PET).

1.	� The Committee is set up by the Government, 
it consists of a chairman and three 
other members. In the discussions of the 
Committee, a representative of PET, the 
Director of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and the Permanent Secretaries of the 
Ministry of Justice and of the Ministry of 
Defence1 participate. Decisions on matters 
submitted to the Committee shall only be 
made by its members.

2.	� The Committee shall supervise the 
registration and passing of information of 
PET.

3.	� The Committee shall be kept informed about 
the guidelines for the registration applying 
at any time.

4.	� When, acting upon a request from a 
government agency, PET intends to 
communicate information concerning 
individuals, the case shall be submitted 
to the Committee for approval of the 
communication.

	� Similarly, submission is conducted, if PET 
intends to communicate to the government 
agency such information obtained regarding 
individuals who have already been approved 
for dealing with classified issues. 

5.	� In case of parity of votes on the Committee, 
the Chairman’s vote shall be decisive.

6.	� Any question regarding items 3 and 4 above 
may be submitted to the Minister of Justice 
by the Committee or by any one of its 
members. Unquote

Footnote:
1. In practice, the Permanent Secretaries of the Ministry of 
Justice and of the Ministry of Defence as well as the Director 
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs have not participated in the 
ordinary meetings of the Committee at which meetings, issues 
are discussed of no fundamental importance.
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E. �The Government Declaration  
of 30 September 1968

 

Quote:
“The Government has today decided that reg
istration of Danish nationals can no longer be 
made solely on grounds of legal political activity.

The fact that such registrations previously 
were made often gave rise to discussions under 
the present as well as the former Government. 
Naturally, it is a matter of opinion whether such 
registrations are necessary. In this respect, 
the security considerations must be balanced 
against the individual citizen being able to 
express himself freely.

In principle, it must be recognised that an 
enterprise which keeps within the limits as laid 
down by the legislation, should not give rise to 
registration with the police. Having balanced 
these opposite considerations, the Government 
has found it justifiable to abandon registration 
solely on the basis of legal political activity.

Where previously made registered information 
of this type still remain, any such information 
will be destroyed”. Unquote

F.  �The Danish Administration of 
Justice Act, Chapter 66 

Chapter 66

The Accused and his Counsel for the defence
Section729a. 
The accused has the right to choose his own 
Counsel for the defence, cf. Section730. A 
Public Counsel for the defence will be appointed 
according to the regulations  
in Sections 731 to 735.

Subsect.2. 
The Counsel for the defence will receive 
duplicates of entries in the court record con
cerning the matter from the Court. The Counsel 
for the defence may inform the accused of the 
duplicates unless anything else follows from 
Sections 748 and 848. The Court may order the 
Counsel for the defence not to hand over the 
duplicates to the accused or to others, if it is 
feared that the duplicates will be used in an 
unlawful manner.  

Subsect. 3. 
The Counsel for the defence has access to 
making himself acquainted with the material 
obtained by the police for use in the case 
covered by the charge. To the extent the 
material can be duplicated without 
inconvenience, copies must be forwarded to the 
Counsel for the defence. The Counsel for the 
defence may not without the consent of the 
police hand over the received material to the 
accused or to others. The police gives its 
consent if it is deemed unobjectionable. With 
regard to material, covered by Section 877, 
Subsections 1 and 2, No. 5, consent can only be 
denied because of the reasons mentioned in 
Subsection 4.
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Subsect. 4. 
If considerations to foreign powers, the security 
of the State, the solving of the case, a third 
party, or the investigation of another ongoing 
case regarding an offence which, according to 
the law, may be punished with imprisonment 
for six years or more, or which constitutes an 
intentional violation of Chapters 12 or 13 of the 
Danish Criminal Code, render it imperative, the 
police may order the Counsel for the defence 
not to hand over the information which he has 
received from the police. The order can be 
extended until the accused has given evidence 
during the trial.

Section 729b. 
An accused without a Counsel for the defence 
shall upon request be granted access through 
the police to acquaint himself with any entries 
in the court record concerning the matter 
unless anything else follows from Sections 748 
and 848. Upon request the police will hand over 
duplicates of the entries unless it is feared 
that the duplicates will be used in an unlawful 
manner.  

Subsect. 2. 
Furthermore, an accused without a Counsel 
for the defence shall upon request be granted 
access to the material which has been obtained 
by the police for use in the case covered by 
the charge. However, the police can refuse the 
request according to the reasons mentioned 
in Section 729a, Subsection 4. Restrictions 
on the right of access to documents of the 
accused lapse prior to the trial at the latest, 
or a hearing concerning the handling of the 
case pursuant to Section 922, or if the case 
is terminated due to a withdrawal of the 
charge. Upon request the police will hand over 
a duplicate of the material to the accused if 
it is deemed unobjectionable. With regard to 
material covered by Section 877, Subsections 

1 and 2, No. 5, a refusal to hand over the 
material can only take place according to the 
reasons mentioned in Section 729a, Subsection 
4.Section 729c. 
At the request of the police the Court may 
decide to depart from the regulations on the 
accused and the Counsel of the defence’s right 
of access to documents, according to Sections 
729a and 729b, if it is imperative in deference to

1)	 foreign powers
2)	 the security of the State
3)	 the solving of the case
4)	 the life and health of a third party
5)	� the investigation of another ongoing case 

regarding an offence which, according to the 
law, may be punished with imprisonment for 
six years or more, or which constitutes an 
intentional violation of Chapters 12 or 13 of 
the Danish Criminal Code, or

6)	� the protection of confidential information 
concerning the investigational methods of 
the police.

Subsect. 2.  
A decision according to Subsection 1 cannot be 
made if it gives rise to considerable misgivings 
with regard to the conduct of the defence of 
the accused.

Subsect. 3. 
If considerations as mentioned in Subsection 1 
apply only to a certain part of the material, the 
Counsel for the defence or the accused must 
be informed of the remaining contents of the 
material.

Subsect. 4. 
The decision is made by court order. In the court 
order the concrete circumstances of the case, 
which give the grounds for a departure from 
Sections 729a and 729b, shall be stated. If the 
Court decides that the departure is to be 
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temporary, the Court shall carry out a new 
assessment of the departure before the trial 
commences. If the Court decides that the 
departure is to be applied within a specified 
time frame, the court order may be extended 
through a later court order. The decision of the 
Court may be appealed.

Subsect. 5. 
Before the Court makes its decision, a Counsel 
for the defence must be appointed, and the 
attorney shall be given the opportunity to 
make a statement. The attorney is appointed 
from within the particular circle of attorneys, 
mentioned in Section 784, Subsection 2. The 
attorney must be notified of all court hearings, 
which are held in order to obtain a court order 
regarding the departure from Sections 729a 
and 729b, and he is entitled to being present at 
these and to acquaint himself with the material 
which has been obtained by the police for use 
in the case covered by the charge. Section 785, 
Subsection 1 (item 2-5) and 2 may be applied 
similarly.
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